Vitra Design Museum opens Schaudepot

On 3 June 2016, a new building will open on the Vitra Campus: the Vitra
Schaudepot, designed by the Basel-based architects Herzog & de Meuron. The
Schaudepot provides the Vitra Design Museum with a venue for presenting key
objects from its extensive collection to the public, complemented by a new café
and a shop. In this context, a second entry point to will be created to the Vitra
Campus, enhancing its connections to the cities of Basel and Weil am Rhein.

The collection of the Vitra Design Museum ranks among the most important holdings of furniture
design worldwide. It contains some 7000 pieces of furniture, a vast assemblage of lighting objects
and numerous archives, as well as the estates of such designers as Charles & Ray Eames, Verner
Panton and Alexander Girard. Although the main museum building by Frank Gehry from 1989 was
originally conceived to house the collection, the museum utilises the space to stage major temporary exhibitions. To date, the museum’s collection has never been on permanent display.

The Basel-based architectural firm Herzog & de Meuron has now created a new structure for the
museum in which the collection will be exhibited and communicated to the public. The centrepiece
of the Schaudepot is a permanent exhibition of more than 400 key pieces of modern furniture
design from 1800 to the present. The objects shown include early bentwood furniture, icons of
Classical Modernism by Le Corbusier, Alvar Aalto and Gerrit Rietveld, along with colourful plastic
objects from the Pop era and recent designs produced with a 3D printer.

This presentation will be complemented by smaller temporary exhibitions on themes related to the
collection, beginning with a look at the »Radical Design« movement of the 1960s. On the lower
ground level, the Schaudepot offers insights into additional focal points of the collection, such as
Scandinavian and Italian design, the lighting collection and the estate of Charles and Ray Eames.

With the opening of the Schaudepot, the Vitra Design Museum is greatly expanding its exhibition
space and its programme. The museum building by Frank Gehry will continue to be used for the
large-scale temporary exhibitions and the Vitra Design Museum Gallery will show smaller, experimental projects, while the Schaudepot will display the permanent exhibition as well as one temporary exhibition. All of the museum’s exhibition venues are open daily from 10 am to 6 pm. The exhi-
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bitions are complemented by a diverse programme of guided tours, discussions, workshops and
other events. Once in operation, the Schaudepot will be one of the world’s largest permanent
exhibitions and research facilities on modern furniture design.

Schaudepot
Facts
Press conference:
Opening:
Architects:
Interior design:
Curatorial Concept:
Project Management:
Head of Collection:
Curators of Collection:
Content Coordination:
Graphics:
Total floor space of Schaudepot:
Objects in permanent exhibition:
Exhibitions per year:

1 June, 2 pm
3 June, 6 pm (Opening Talk), 7pm (Vernissage)
Herzog & de Meuron, Basel
Dieter Thiel, Basel
Mateo Kries, Janna Lipsky
Marc Zehntner
Susanne Graner
Serge Mauduit, Heng Zhi
Jolanthe Kugler
onlab, Berlin
approx 1,600 m2
approx. 410
1 permanent exhibition, 3 temporary exhibitions

Represented designers (selection): Alvar Aalto, Ron Arad, Maarten Baas, Ronan und Erwan Bouroullec, Andrea Branzi, Marcel Breuer, Humberto and Fernando
Campana, Achille Castiglioni, Luigi Colani, Charles und Ray
Eames, Frank Gehry, Eileen Gray, Konstantin Grcic, Arne
Jacobsen, Shiro Kuramata, Joris Laarman, Le Corbusier, Alessandro Mendini, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, Minale Maeda,
Jasper Morrison, George Nelson, Marc Newson, Isamu Noguchi, Verner Panton, Gaetano Pesce, Gio Ponti, Jean Prouvé, Tejo
Remy, Eero Saarinen, Jerszy Seymour, Philippe Starck, Superstudio, Marcel Wanders, Hans J. Wegner, Tokujin Yoshioka and
many more.

Exhibition overview
Schaudepot:

The Collection of the Vitra Design Museum from 1800 to the
Present
Permanent exhibition
Radical Design
3 June --- 17 November 2016

Museum:

Alexander Girard. A Designer’s Universe
12 March 2016 --- 29 January 2017

Gallery:

Bless. Workout
3 June 2016 --- 9 October 2016

