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When we speak about Cork, what is the first
image/concept that comes to mind?

Opening a bottle of wine.
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PROJECT
Elbphilharmonie Hamburg, philharmonic hall, scale 1:20

For the exhibition Metamorphosis we are presenting a model of the
philharmonic hall of the Elbphilharmonie Hamburg. The model in scale
1:20 is milled in cork. It will allow visitors to get a physical impression of
the space of the future philharmonic hall.
Herzog & de Meuron
2013

Cork is a natural material with wonderful haptic and olfactory
qualities with the versatility to be carved, cut, shaped and
formed, as demonstrated in many historical examples of cork
architectural models.
The porosity of cork made it soft enough to be precisely carved,
light enough to be easily transported, and irregular enough to
visually portray the character of ancient ruins.
Herzog & de Meuron, 2012

HERZOG & DE MEURON (CH)
The architectural office was established by Jacques
Herzog and Pierre de Meuron in 1978 in Basel.
Currently, along with Christine Binswanger, Ascan
Mergenthaler and Stefan Marbach, the practice
is led by five senior partners. An international
team of 360 collaborators is working on projects
across Europe, North and South America and
Asia. Herzog & de Meuron have designed a wide
range of projects, from the small scale of a private
home to the large scale of urban design. While
many of their projects are highly recognized public
facilities, such as stadiums and museums, they

have also completed several distinguished private
projects, including apartment buildings, offices and
factories. Jacques Herzog and Pierre de Meuron
are both visiting professors at Harvard University,
USA (since 1994), and teach at the ETH, the Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (since 1999).
They are co-founders of the ETH Studio Basel –
Contemporary City Institute. The practice has been
awarded numerous prizes, including The Pritzker
Architecture Prize in 2001, and the Praemium
Imperiale, in 2007.
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How do you describe your first approach to cork,
as construction material?

First we tested small things like door handles – later
we had the idea of creating a whole landscape for
the Serpentine Gallery Pavilion in London in 2012.
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When designing and constructing
this specific project, which were the advantages
of using this material?

As our contribution to the 13th Venice Architecture Biennale in 2012, we presented
a model of the philharmonic hall in a scale 1:20. It was the result of a wide-ranging process
of research and analysis. We tried different scales, materials, production processes and
options for display. We proceeded with a monolithic material to convey the complexity
of the space. In the historic building of the Arsenale we chose graphite polystyrene foam
as a light-weight material to make a most delicate suspension possible.
In the exhibition Metamorphosis we develop the initial thought behind the Biennale
contribution further. With cork we use a material that addresses the senses:
visual, aural, haptic and olfactory.

Materials: High density agglomerated cork - Ref. 9438;
Cork granule size 2-8mm; Density 270-300kg/m3;
Process: CNC MILLING
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How can design and architecture
benefit from cork’s unique set of properties?

It’s softer than wood,
more permanent than fabric.
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Which can be the new challenges
or new fields of exploration for cork in these areas?

It’s important to enhance and secure its sustainable
production in Portugal. Its best use is probably
for furniture and interiors.

075

076

